
O R I G I N  OF MORALITY: FREUD ON 

Like o t h e r  myth-makers be fo re  him, Freud proposed h i s  own myth on t h e  

o r i g i n  of moral i ty , which t o  him was o r i g i n a l l y  indis t inguishable  from 

r e l i g i o n  and a  s o c i a l  sense: a l l  t h r e e  would o r i g i n a t e  i n  i n f a n t i l e  

sexua l i ty .  "According t o  t h e  hypothesis which I put forward i n  Totem 
and Taboo they  were acquired phylogenet idly out  of  t h e  f a t  her-complex: 
r e l i g i o n  and m(Dra1 r e s t r a i n t  through t h e  process o f  mastering t h e  
Oedipus complex i t s e l f ,  and s o c i a l  f e e l i n g  through t h e  necess i ty  f o r  over- 
coming t h e  r i v a l r y  t h a t  t h e n  remained between t h e  members of t h e  younger 
generat ion.  The male sex  seems t o  have taken t h e  lead i n  a l l  t h e s e  moral 
a c q u i s i t i o n s  ; and they seem t o  have then been t ransmit ted  t o  women by 
cross- inher i tance"  (1962 p. 27). 

Freud, S. (1962) The Ego and t h e  1d.London: Hogarth and I n s t i t u t e  of 
Psycho-Analysis. 
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